Building global alliances in a world of health care inequities.
Nurses are at the heart of any effective response to the ongoing HIV/AIDS pandemic in Africa and internationally. Without nurses, we will be unable to provide treatment for the growing numbers of people with HIV/AIDS and victims of violence, famine, and poverty. As countries such as the United States and Canada face nursing shortages, they are looking elsewhere to find nurses. But poaching nurses from other countries, especially those from countries that are struggling for survival, is reprehensible and immoral. If we put our resources in the appropriate places, we can sustain the professional disciplines in the country where they are trained. We need to take an advocacy stance to demand rational policies that will support sustainable health systems.